
European    
 Imperialism   

Why did European Nations seek overseas colonies in the 

-industrial age? 

-What traditional Eurocentric beliefs contributed to 

Imperialism? 

-Did colonized peoples benefit from imperialism? 

-How were cultural differences such as race, or religion 

used to justify imperialism? 

-What are the lasting impacts of Imperialism that we 

still see today? 
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WORLD HISTORY I I I  UNIT OF INQUIRY 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will be studying imperialism in this 
unit. They will study how because of the 

Industrial Revolution it became necessary for 
countries to go outside their borders to obtain 

natural resources needed for the creation of 
goods. Students will also exam the social, 

political and economic effects imperialism 
had on the colonizers and the colonized. 

Students will develop an understanding as to 
how competition for resources created 

tensions between the imperial powers and 
how it ultimately leads to World War I. 

Students will also examine the effects of 
imperialism on the present day. 
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